
 
 

‘Hidden Messages’ 

 

This is one of the strands of this year’s School Development Plan.  

We are considering aspects of learning, teaching and the wider 

school life and whether our role models, inspirational people and 

curriculum content reflect our increasingly diverse community.  We 

live in a society with conflicting messages about faith, ethnicity and 

gender.  We are emphasising the role of justice and respect in all of 

our dealings with one another.  

 

One aspect that has come out of this focus is the consideration of 

our House names. 

 

 

House Names at St Mary Redcliffe and Temple School 

 

House Identity 

Students and staff feel that ‘belonging’ is key to the purpose of both 

the tutor-group and the House.  Students and adults have used 

phrases like ‘community’, ‘extended family’, ‘friendly rivalry’ when 

discussing the House.  

 



We are not proposing changes to the structure or the colours or the 

locations of the Houses but we do feel it is time to review the names 

of the Houses.  The current names refer to significant people in 

connexion to the history of the school and St Mary Redcliffe Church 

but the people behind Canynges, Cartwright, Colston, Francombe 

and James are not referred to much, if at all, by the Houses and do 

not appear to play any significant role in establishing ‘belonging’.  

The city of Bristol has been very aware of recent debates about 

Edward Colston.  We cannot deny his role in the establishment of 

part of the school but it seems wrong to highlight someone who 

made his fortune from slavery at a time when both Bristol and 

SMRT are increasingly diverse and contain descendants of the 

inhumane cargo of the slave trade. 

 

We did consider changing the House names when we were moving 

into the new school buildings.  We decided not to make this a 

priority at that time as there was plenty of change that we had to get 

used to.  We sense that it is now the appropriate time to consider 

changing all the House names as we look to strengthen the 

attachment of students and families to House identities relevant to 

2018 and beyond. 

 

We recognise that some people will see tradition as key to identity 

and will not want to change the current situation but the House 

system has gone through various stages of evolution.  The current 

names of the Houses are not the same ones as SMRT started with 

in 1967. 

 

 

Principles for Moving Forward 

The people who have done some work in this area over the last 

couple of months do not have a ‘golden proposal’ for the change to 

the House names.  Instead, we want to share the principles behind 



any suggestions and then ask for your help in coming up with a 

final set of proposals, fulfilling as many of the principles as possible. 

 

1. The new names will somehow reflect the increasing ethnic mix at 

SMRT, as well as be equally appealing to females and males and 

so on. 

 

2. The names will be related to the faith foundations of SMRT. 

 

3. Although the new names will soon pass into common use, the 

names should be able to inspire and lead to further research 

and/or links for the immediate future. 

 

4. The names could be but do not have to be linked to people.  

People can be inspirational but can also turn out to be not what 

they seemed at a particular time. 

 

5. As we use images as well as words, it would be good if there 

were an image that could be connected to each House or where 

the names of the House could lead to the development of a 

linked image. 

 

6. As everyone belongs to a House and therefore the school is 

made up of Houses, then ideally names should link together into 

a common theme. 

 

7. The name has to go well when you add ‘House’ to it. For 

example, if places of pilgrimage were the names of the Houses, 

then Iona would not go well (you may need to say this out loud) 

 

 

Possible Names 

Following the principles above, we could see potential names in: 



 

A  People, either from Bristol or from UK or from the world 

 

B  Words connected with positivity and faith, possibly from 

around the world. 

 

C  Bristol connections, e.g. inventions, rivers, local street names 

 

D  Associations with the House colours, e.g. gemstones or 

elements 

 

 

Process 

This consultation has two parts.  General comments and 

proposals for any new names should be sent to the email below 

by Friday 9
th
 February. 

Email housenames@smrt.bristol.sch.uk  

 

There will be a chance for parents and carers to discuss the 

issues at 7.30pm on Wednesday 7
th
 February in Meeting Room A 

(near student reception).  There will be special assemblies for 

current students. 

 

There will then be some definite proposals with a vote at the start 

of March to inform the final decisions by the Leadership Team 

and The Governors. 

 

Mr S Stevens, 

Assistant Headteacher Worship and Community, 

on behalf of the working-party of governors and staff, which has 

had some input from students and parents and carers.    
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